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a Despicable “Blu & Gru” 
Banquet for all the Minions

the Blue & Gold ban-
quet is a celebration of 

the birth of scouting. Pack 
824 decided on a Blu& 
Gru/Mad Scientist theme 
this year which became an 
interesting experiment.

Gru, as most of you know, 
is the title character from 
“Despicable Me” and his 
crazy little yellow assistants, 
the Minions seemed to be 
the stars of the non-baker 
baking contest this year. 
Who knew there were so 
many ways to make minions 
out of cake and icing?

Also very popular every 
year is the Silent Auction. 
Besides the awesome 
donated items, each den put 
together a basket of good-
ies. A great way to get some 
cool stuff and raise money 
for the Pack!

Next up was the enter-
tainment for the evenign 
provided by a real, live 
Mad Scientist who showed 
that science can be educa-
tional and wacky fun.

As if that were not 
enough we had a tasty 
taco buffet followed by all 
that cake.  ◆

This year’s Blue & 
Gold Banquet was 
taken over by a mad 
scientist, crazy bakers 
and minions galore.

Saturday, February 21 
1:00 PM
Pinewood Derby Workshop II: 
Wheels, Axles + Paint. 
Westchester Townhouse.
Bring your rough-cut car, 
wheels and axles to ensure 
top racing performance. 
Get style ideas to finish 
decorating your car at home.

Tuesday, March 3 
7:00 PM
Pack Leaders’ meeting.

Friday, March 6 
8:55 PM
Pack advancements 
deadline.

Saturday, March 7 
2:00 PM
Pinewood Derby Weigh-In. 
Westchester Townhouse.
Bring your completed car to 
be weighed, checked in and 
impounded until race time. 
Bring hand tools and weights, 
if needed, to make any last 
minute adjustments before 
impound. Note: All cars must 
be registered in order to race.

Sunday, March 8 
1:00 PM
Pinewood Derby Race Day. 
Westchester Townhouse.
Scouts race in order from 
Tigers to Webelo IIs. Siblings 
and parents race after Cubs. 
Potluck food and drinks with 
hot dogs provided by the pack.

Wednesday, March 11, 
7:00 PM
Rocket Build Night. 
Covenant Presbyterian. 
Build your rocket for the 
launch at Rocket Academy.

Upcoming events



Tigers–Den 6
Jorge J. Hernandez

Tiger Cub white bead
David Martin

Tiger Cub black bead
Ethan Yin

Bobcat

Wolves–Den 1
Dominik Martin

Progress Toward Ranks
emblem, Progress Toward 

Ranks yellow bead, Ice 
Skating Belt Loop

Bears–Den 5
Jesse Coria III

Basketball Sports Pin
Danny Trainor

Soccer Sports Pin,  Basketball 
Belt Loop, Whittling Chip 
Card, Progress Toward Ranks 
emblem, Progress Toward 
Ranks red bead, Progress 

Toward Ranks red bead, 
Progress Toward Ranks red
bead

Webelos 1–Den 7
Gareth A. Chen

Bobcat
Fischer Doan

Whittling Chip Card
Skye E. Smith

Bobcat

Webelos 2–Den 4
Sean Ashley

Bowling Belt Loop
Jacob Levin

Showman, Outdoorsman
Daniel Martin

Geology Belt Loop, Science 
Belt Loop, Scientist, Ice 
Skating Belt Loop, Scientist, 
Compass Point emblem, 
Compass Point emblem

AdvAncements And Achievements

Greg 
Griffin

Besides celebrating the 
the birth of Scouting, 

Pack 824 also celebrated 
Greg Griffin receiving his 
Arrow of Light award. 

His proud parents, Ed and 
Nannette, looked on as he 
was called to the stage by 
members of the Order of the 
Arrow who joined us from 
Troop 927 for the solemn 
ceremony.

The Arrow of Light is 
the highest award you can 
receive in Cub Scouting and 
the philosophies will serve 
Greg well in his future.

Congratulations! ◆

Earns the Arrow of 
Light at the Blue & 
Gold Banquet.

Pinewood Derby:  
top Five speed tips
everyone has done so 

much work designing, 
shaping, sanding and 
painting these rolling 
blocks of wood but how 
do you get that edge over 
the other car on race day?

1] Why weight? 
Lighter cars won't go as 
quickly. You want to get 
as close to five ounces 
without going over. 

2] Weight where? The 
smart guys who have 
studied this stuff say the 
perfect place to have your 
weight is toward the back 
of the car. The center of 
gravity should be about 
an inch in front of the rear 
axle groove. If you do it 
right, your car should bal-
ance at that point.

3] Avoid friction. Fric-
tion is the enemy. It slows 
down your car. The first 
place to get rid of friction 
is with the wheels and 
axles. Make your axles as 
smooth as possible using 
wet sandpaper.

4] Drive straight. If 
your car curves it will rub 
on the center strip on the 
track, which creates an-
other source of friction. 
Test you car on a smooth 
incline and adjust as 

needed until the car goes 
straight and true. Make 
sure the only thing touch-
ing the track is the bottom 
of your wheels.

5] Get it right with 
graphite. Another way to 
avoid friction is to lubricate 
your wheels with graph-
ite. It's the same stuff 

pencils are made of and 
it makes your wheels 
spin smoothly. You re-
ally want to get lots of 
graphite around your 
axles and where your 
wheel hubs contact your 
car body. Remember use 
dry lubricants only.

Good luck, racers! ◆

Pinewood
Derby

for more information contact: Pack 824 Pinewood derby hotline [DaviD Druse] 323.309.6287

tigers, wolves, 
bears, webelos i+ii, 

best in class+ 
overall

Parents+siblings are also 
Welcome to enter

Design+boDy shaPing workshoP 1-4 Sat Jan 17 
Wheels+axles+Paint workshoP 1-4  Sat Feb 21

Sun March 8 imPounD march 7 ∙ races at 1 Doors oPen at 12

2015 Pack 824

weStcheSter 
townhouSe

8501 emerson avenue
westchester, ca 90045


